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Jane Addams Hull-House Museum

We have presented here three different labels to the painting above.
These labels show different interpretations of how we might describe 
an artifact in a museum.
Which label do you feel is appropriate?  Which label do you find more 
informative and meaningful?
Why do you feel this way?
Please write your reactions on the nearby response board.

Mary Rozet Smith
Alice Kellogg Tyler, 1898

Mary Rozet Smith was Jane Addams’s companion for decades and  
one of the top financial supporters of Hull-House.
Alice Kellogg Tyler's relationship with the Hull-House began in 1890.   
She taught, lectured and exhibited here until her early death in 1900.  
A teacher at the Art Institute of Chicago, Kellogg Tyler received 
many honors for her work.
This painting was commissioned at the same time as the portrait of 
Jane Addams that hangs in the next room.

Mary Rozet Smith
Alice Kellogg Tyler, 1898

Mary Rozet Smith was Jane Addams’s life partner and one of the top  
financial supporters of Hull-House.c suppo e s o u ouse.
Given the emotional intimacy that is expressed in their letters to one 
another, 
it is hypothesized that they were lesbians.  It is, however, difficult to 
determine this for sure, particularly considering the differences in sexual 
attitudes of the Victorian era in which she lived and Jane Addams’s own
complex reflections on the ideals of platonic love.

Mary Rozet Smith
Alice Kellogg Tyler, 1898

Mary Rozet Smith was Jane Addams’s partner and one of the to
financial supporters of Hull-House. They shared a deep emotional 
attachment and affection for one another.
Only about one half of the first generation of college women ever 
married men.  Many formed emotional, romantic and practical 
tt h t t th I l tt Add f tattachments to other women.  In letters, Addams refers to

herself and Rozet Smith as 'married' to each other.  Hull-House 
women redefined domesticity in a variety of ways. Addams writes in
another letter to Rozet Smith,  "Dearest you have been so
heavenly good to me all these weeks.  I feel as if we had come into a 
healing domesticity which we never had before, as if it were the first 
affection had offered us."
Jane Addams burned many of her letters from Mary Rozet Smith.
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